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The Briefing, published bimonthly by the City 
of Bloomington, is mailed to our residents and 
businesses. Direct comments and requests for 
Braille, larger print or computer disk to Com-
munications Administrator Janine Hill, 1800 
West Old Shakopee Road, Bloomington MN  
55431-3027; PH 952-563-8819;  
TTY 952-563-8740; FAX 952-563-8715;  
e-mail jhill@ci.bloomington.mn.us.  
Website: www.ci.bloomington.mn.us

Bloomington City Council
Mayor 
Gene Winstead  
952-888-1258 (h) 
952-563-8782 (w) 
gwinstead@ 
ci.bloomington.mn.us

Councilmember At Large 
Amy Grady 
952-884-6502 (h) 
agrady@ 
ci.bloomington.mn.us

Councilmember At Large 
Karen Nordstrom 
952-831-5221 (h) 
knordstrom@ 
ci.bloomington.mn.us

Councilmember District I 
Steve Peterson  
952-884-3262 (h) 
speterson@ 
ci.bloomington.mn.us

Councilmember District II 
Tom Hulting
952-942-9164 (h) 
thulting@ 
ci.bloomington.mn.us

Councilmember District III 
Tim Busse 
952-457-7506 (c) 
tbusse@ 
ci.bloomington.mn.us

Councilmember District IV 
Vern Wilcox 
952-854-1425 (h) 
vwilcox@ 
ci.bloomington.mn.us

Elected officials presented for informational purposes.

Councilmembers  
council@ci.bloomington.mn.us

City Manager 
Mark Bernhardson  952-563-8780 
citymanager@ci.bloomington.mn.us

Directors 
Larry Lee, Community Development 952-563-8947 
llee@ci.bloomington.mn.us
Diann Kirby, Community Services 952-563-8717 
communityservices@ci.bloomington.mn.us
Lori Economy-Scholler, Finance 952-563-8791 
finance@ci.bloomington.mn.us
Ulie Seal, Fire 952-881-4062 
fire@ci.bloomington.mn.us
Kent Michaelson, Human Resources 952-563-4898 
kmichaelson@ci.bloomington.mn.us
Sandra Johnson, Legal 952-563-4895 
legal@ci.bloomington.mn.us
Jeffrey Potts, Police 952-563-8601 
police@ci.bloomington.mn.us
Karl Keel, Public Works 952-563-8731 
publicworks@ci.bloomington.mn.us
General phone number 952-563-8700
The City of Bloomington complies with all applicable 
provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and does not 
discriminate on the basis of disability in the admission 
or access to, or treatment or employment in, its services, 
programs, or activities. Upon request, accommodation 
will be provided to allow individuals with disabilities to 
participate in all City of Bloomington services, programs, 
and activities. The City has designated coordinators to 
facilitate compliance with the Americans with Disabilities 
Act of 1990 (ADA), and to coordinate compliance 
with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as 
mandated by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development regulations. For more information, contact 
the Human Services Division, City of Bloomington, 1800 
West Old Shakopee Road, Bloomington, MN 55431-3027; 
952-563-8733 (Voice); 952-563-8740 (TTY).

Upon request, this information can be available in Braille, 
large print, audio tape and/or electronic format.  

Quality services

Continued from page 1. 

Real market growth
Since 2001, the City’s market value 

in property increased by more than 
40 percent, even after a downturn 
in values since 2008. Commercial/
industrial market values are up 
29 percent and since the 2001 property 
tax reform their tax capacity is up 
23 percent. While the City continues 
to add housing units, Bloomington 
has seen a decrease in the number of 
occupants per household like other 
developed cities. The Census Bureau 
reports 537 new Bloomington housing 
units between 2000 and 2010. This, 
as well as additional commercial/
industrial developments, increased the 
number of taxpayers in Bloomington by 
more than 6 percent since 2001. In 2011, 
Bloomington issued building permits 
for more than 600 additional dwelling 
units already under construction, further 
increasing that number.

The City also absorbed the loss of 
Local Government Aid since 2003 and 
a total of $11 million in Market Value 
Homestead Credit. Yet Bloomington, as 
a result of long-term efforts to be more 
efficient in providing services, remains 
very competitive when it comes to City 
taxes for all property types. See sidebar.

Bloomington is the largest net 
contributor to Fiscal Disparities due 
to its long-term success in attracting 
commercial/industrial businesses, 
which pay about 12 percent of their 
total property tax to the City. They 
make up approximately 33 percent 
of Bloomington’s market value and 
nearly 50 percent of its tax capacity – 
the largest of any Hennepin County 
community with a population over 
10,000. As an example, Bloomington’s 
commercial/industrial market value in 
tax base share and total value is more 
than double Edina’s. 

To be this property tax cost 
competitive, the City’s compensation 
and number of employees also has to 
be in line with these communities. It is 
the productivity of the City’s employees 
that yields such cost-effective results. 
Visit the City’s website to see what each 
of Bloomington’s services cost on a 
monthly basis and compare those costs 
with what you pay for other services 
such as cable, cell and Internet.

Balancing the budget
The City is required to pass a 

balanced general fund budget each year. 
Over the past three years, as well as prior 
years, the City’s total current revenues 
from its governmental funds have not 
only been sufficient to fund all of its 
current governmental expenditures 
and annual debt service, but also, 
when combined with other financing 
sources and available fund balance, 
sufficiently covers its total capital 
outlay for the year. This commitment to 
community renewal has resulted in the 
City’s primary net governmental assets 
increasing 7 percent since 2008.

In decreasing its 2012 levy, the 
City looked at the longer term through 
financial modeling. Between 2013 - 2017, 

property tax levies that support services 
and bonded debt will average below the 
total of the long-term annual average 
market value home appreciation plus 
historic annual community growth. 

Capital and service 
investments

Long-term financial modeling 
is one reason Bloomington is one of 
only 31 local governments nationally 
with AAA bond ratings from all three 
ratings agencies. Key to achieving 
this distinction is the City’s financial 
strength that includes policies that 
prohibit the use of debt to finance 
current operations, as well as long-term 
expectations for debt, with 80 percent 
of debt paid back in 10 years. The City’s 
percentage of debt to market value is 
less than rating agency guidelines for 
AAA and substantially less than other 
AAA communities in the metro area.

As a result of its excellent credit 
rating, the City, in some years, has been 
able to issue debt at a lower rate than 
it is earning on its investments. These 
excellent ratings are helped by the City’s 
financial position, which provides for 

infrastructure replacement, community 
renewal and working capital to take 
advantage of favorable construction and 
capital markets. 

Total cost comparisons 
The culmination of all these efforts 

has kept the average home’s property 
taxes, and also its water and sewer 
utility costs, among the lowest in the 
metro area. When added together, these 
make for a very attractive combination 
of quality services at affordable prices. 

The City Council manages for 
the long term by modeling the future 
years and then working to keep both 
home and commercial property taxes 
very competitive with neighboring 
cities. The City Council has used the 
City’s organizational and financial 
strength to make Bloomington the very 
attractive community it has become 
over the decades and is committed to 
maintaining a first-class community, 
protecting your investment in 
Bloomington well into the future. 

For background information on this 
article, visit the City’s website.

Website keyword: Property tax.

Council lowers levy City property taxes very competitive
The City’s ongoing objective is to provide the best in services, while keeping 

property taxes competitive with neighboring communities. For years, the City 
used the median value home as a benchmark, although using values as a basis 
for comparison can be confusing as similar homes in different communities 
can have widely ranging values. The monthly median valued property taxes for 
services have stayed steady at $67.82 for 2010, 2011 and 2012.

Another benchmark is to look at the amount that average single-family 
homes in each community pay for their property tax-supported services. This 
is calculated by taking the total amount of property taxes paid by all single-
family homes and dividing that by the total number of single-family homes to 
determine the monthly amount. This average single-family home benchmark 
eliminates the issue of comparing communities based on values because it 
focuses on what each single-family homeowner, on average, pays to the City, 
which is 29 cents out of every property tax dollar they pay. See Graph A. 

This comparison shows, as do the median value comparisons, that 
Bloomington is among the most competitive and, when adjusted for property 
tax aids and Fiscal Disparities, is even more competitive. See Graph B. 
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Graph A. Property tax and aids costs 
per average single-family home on a lot
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Not adjusted for property tax aids and Fiscal Disparities.
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Graph B. Property tax and aids costs 
per average single-family home on a lot
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Adjusted for property tax aids and Fiscal Disparities.
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